Thisisa
PROJECT THEATRE

FPRODUCTION

SUPPorted }33 the Mount Holgoke Co”cge
DePartmcnt of Theatre Arts.

Coming soon...

GOOD OLD GIRLS
April 1%-15
Dwight 101

Cover art Providcd by Nico!c Koch

Y April 5,2007 8pm

Aprﬂ 6,2007 8 and
9:30 pm

: April 7,2007 2 and 8
4 Pm

 Produced ]33 sPccial

| arrangment with-

! Samuel [French, nc.

Written by

K atherine b




HAIKU

Cast

Nell
| ouise
Billie

Crew

Director

Assistant Director

Froc[uccr

Stage Manager

Assistant Stage Manager
Lighting Designer
Assistant |_ighting Designer

Set Designer/ T echnical
Sound Designer
Costume Designer
Dramaturg

House Managcr

Rache‘ Spo”et’c
Nicole K och

Nicole Zurawin

Melanie Zar\ljcl(yj
Kﬂ[ie McCormick

Jol—:anna Harrﬁs
Janice Acevedo

Brianna Bingham
Cait]in Morse
Rachel Borg

Barbara [Harrison
Emily FFreeman
Althea Greenstone
Allyse Knox

Rebecca Stein

Autismis a developmental disabi]itg of the central nervous
system that manifests itself in children at an ear|9 age, most
often before three years. Jtis characterized bg imPaired 50~
cial interaction, ée]aﬂs in language clevelopment and use, and
rePetitive or restricted Plag or activities. ]t is a li{:elong disor-
der, and it is estimated that it occurs in about 1 out of 150
children. ngptoms range wicleig between autistic People;
some may cxperiencc on]g mild cha”cnges in dag~to~da3 life,

while others exPeriencc severe disabilities.

[ike any condition of this sort, autism has far-ranging
effects on the Family of an autistic person. Severe|9 disabled
autistics will need a carctaker tlwroughout the rest of their
lives. Far‘cicularlg for mothers who often bear the most re-
sponsibility for child-rearing, significant psychological dis-
tress and {:eelings of grie{: or sadness are common. | his is
especially true for single mothers who have little other familial
suPPor’c. ]n some cases, mothers may even engage in wish-
gulxci”ing fantasies. [Turthermore, because of the amount of
time required to raise an autistic child, siblings may fecl re-
sentment and as if theﬂ are being treated urncair]}} Sib]ings
of autistic children often feel lonelg and may experience

Problems with their peers.

Since autism on]g began to be diagnosed ona large
scale quite recentlg, there have been few studies focused on
autistic adults in Par’cicular, altl’aouglﬁ there is some evidence
that suggests improvement occurs with social interaction and

resPonsiveness. [However, this is still unclear.

[Taikuis the story of the family of a severely autistic
adult. Through the voices of Nell, Bi”ie, and | ouise, K ate
Snoclgrass secks to clari}cﬂ the cha”enges Present in the eve-
rydag life of thousands of families.




