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Rats, Ghost, Stanislas Leczinski, Conspirators, Soldiers, 

People, Michael, Nobles, Magistrates, Councilors, 
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The Ensemble

Dramaturgical Note
Life not absurd enough for you? Alfred Jarry’s 1888 satire 
on politics, the economy and history still resonates today. 
Shut down on opening night for lewdness, it retains a wit 
still sharp and biting after nearly 120 years. Borrowing lib-
erally from Shakespeare, Plutarch, and traditional French 
street comedy, and garnishing the trifecta with a shake of 
symbolist postmodernism, Jarry wrote Ubu Roi to upset the 
theatrical establishment, by subverting normative heroics, 
language and even the concept of a linear plot. Originally 
written in French, this production will be in translation.

Ubu Roi has foul language suggested for mature audi-
ences, and will take place outdoors, so leave your small 
children at home, and bring your blankets. 

          -- Jane Arden

Directorial Note
Each character in this production wears a phallus. This is 
a directorial choice rather than a text-based or costume 
choice, which I would like to explain. The reason Ubu Roi 
has been such an important play is that it mocked theatri-
cal decorum and national theatres around the world. But, 
why stop there? After deciding to directed Ubu Roi in the 
Amphitheatre, I wanted to incorporate something very 
Greek into the play. I decided on Phalli, an element of 
Greek Old Comedy, mostly because they still remain hilari-
ous and awkward to this day.

As part of the translation process, the text has been up-
dated to include spoofs on musicals and such epic movies 
as Braveheart and The Lord of the Rings trilogy. 

      -- Kylie ‘drago’ McCormick


